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The San Luis Obispo County Emergency Communications Council (SLOECC) is the coordinating 
organization for amateur radio emergency communications in San Luis Obispo County. 
SLOECC and its constituent groups -- the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) and 
the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) -- include over 200 licensed amateur radio 
operators. Located throughout San Luis Obispo County, SLOECC members maintain reliable 
radio systems that do not depend upon regular sources of electric power, and are prepared to 
respond to the need for radio communications whenever regular systems fail, including such 
emergency conditions as fire, flood, hazardous materials spill, earthquake or other disaster. 


SLOECC-ARES/RACES TRAINING MEETING — NOVEMBER 1998 


SLOECC's next general meeting will be held on November 18, 1998, and will feature a "Tech 
Talk" by Dr. Richard Dickey, W6RKA. SLOECC's annuai election of officers is also on the 
evening's agenda. 


Be there Wednesday, November 18, at 1930, SLO County Sheriff's Department Administration 
Building, 1545 Kansas Avejue (off Highway 1). 
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HEY, YOU ALL DID GOOD! 


On Friday November 6 the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), The Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) and the State of California Governor's Office of Emergency 
Services (CA-OES) held a debriefing session regarding the Wednesday November 4th 

Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant Emergency Response Plan (DCNPP-ERP ). A final report 
will be submitted in 90 days. 

Overail the evaluators were VERY IMPRESSED with the quality of the drill and the training of 
the participants. Noted comments about ARES/RACES were: 

Aes “at South Bay Fire the ARES/RACES volunteers were observed to be very professional” 

es “their effort was impressive to the on-location evaluator" 

eae “at the SLO City ECC the ARES workers were markedly enthusiastic” 

Algiers “your community really uses ARES/RACES volunteers well, and never forget you do need 
them” 

ey. “at the County EOC the ARES/RACES volunteers were well coordinated. We included them 
in the ‘play’ and they seemed to meet the objectives.” 

These agencies don't pass out praise very easily. All of you earned it! Thank you to all the 
volunteers that made this exercise a success. We know we can count on you in any time of 
community need. 

-- Walter Rheingans, N6LYF 
RACES Coordination Officer 
County of San Luis Obispo 


FROM THE ARES DEC AND SLOECC PRESIDENT 
AND IN :GONGLUSIONS: fe. .sroctvkairs. cos ge eecadiateneone 


Over the past several years | guess I've written about forty articles for our Newsletter. None 
have been as hard as this one. I've shared some humor, ruffled some feathers, tried to 
encouraged, tried to inspire, tried to help, and tried to inform. I've never had to say Goodbye. 


For six-and-a-half years I've done the very best | could for ARES/RACES/SLOECC and in return 
I've been paid more than anyone should ever expect. The recently completed FEMA Exercise 
was a good example. The feeling of satisfaction | had the evening after it was over was 

the highest payment anyone could ever get. 


| have a lot of mixed emotions as | write this article. It's time to move on and pass the torch to 
someone else who will take it to a higher level, but | have a feeling of loss. The folks I've worked 
with have been so dedicated to advancing emergency communications. I'll miss the Board 
meetings, where we worked so hard to make things run the best they could, and I'll miss the 
interaction with the Board members. I'll miss dealing with a County staff who really care and try 
to help. 


But, then there are new challenges. The SEC position gives me an opportunity to serve 

in a broader capacity. | am excited about getting to work with the folks in Santa Barbara and 
Ventura Counties who share our dedication and commitment. | look forward to the new position 
while looking back fondly. 


| leave you in good hands. Bill Peirce, KE6FKS, has agreed to assume the DEC position on 
January 1st. Bill will do an outstanding job. In the Newsletter you will find the recommendations 
by the Nominations Committee for the 1999 SLOECC Board. i whoie-heartediy support this 
Slate of officers. They will serve you well. 


| want to thank everyone who has helped me as | have worked for our group. | owe many of you 
a special debt of gratitude. | will not name names for fear of leaving someone out, with one 
exception -- Ron Kemper. Ron got me into the group originally and gave me the opportunities to 
grow within the organization. Ron has been a special friend and a specia! teacher. 


I'll be around. I'll be going back to my old job -- AEC for South County (with Ron's permission) to 
Stay involved locally. I'll also see ail of you at the General Meetings. I'll be helping Bill and our 
new SLOECC President get off to a running start. We have some new challenges and we 
always have new problems. I'll help wherever | can. | look forward to seeing you all and 
continuing to participate. 

-- Jack Hunter, KD6HHG 


CANDIDATES NOMINATED FOR NOVEMBER SLOECC OFFICER ELECTION 


The following is the slate of candidates for SLOECC offices for 1999 is recommended by the 
Nominating committee. 


President: Don Anderson, KF6HIH, Morro Bay 

Vice President: Bob Gromer, WA7NMJ, Grover Beach 
Secretary/Treasurer: Richard Dickey, W6RKA, San Luis Obispo 
Director (1999-2001): Bob Alberti, W6TTX, Atascadero 


-- Max Sicher, WD6Z 
SLOECC Director (1998-2000) 
Chair, Nominating Committee 


FEMA EXERCISE 


The second FEMA Exercise was held on November 4th. We had 26 of our people involved. 
ECC-5 (Morro Bay), ECC-11 (Los Osos), ECC-8 (San Luis Obispo City), ECC-13 (County 
Schools), and the EOC were all activated. Additionally, a Cross Band Repeater was used and 
the Salvation Army mobile canteen was manned. 


We handled traffic from the county staff, County Schools, and Red Cross, using VHF voice, UHF 
voice, HF voice, and VHF Packet. Our primary Repeater (147.360) was lost and we had to cross 
band using simplex for some time. 


Overall we did very well and everyone seemed quite pleased. County staff and the FEMA 
evaluator were all complimentary (see separate statement from N6LYF in this issue). Problems 
we had during the September 30th Dress Rehearsal were pretty much fixed. However, we need 
more practice. Our training seems to be OK and our procedures are good, but even the most 
experienced operators were a bit rusty. We had some message handling procedure problems 
within the EOC, but this will be fixed. 


So, we helped our friends at the County, got some valuable training, found some problems that 
need some work, and had some fun. All things considered, not a bad day's work. 


My personal thanks to everyone who worked so hard and did such a good job so well. Special 
thanks to our friends from Santa Maria who came up to help us out. 
-~ Jack Hunter, KD6HHG 
DEC, Incident Manager 


FEMA DRILL 1998 — A VIEW FROM THE MOUNTAIN-TOP 


Early in the FEMA Drill, the scenario for the event included the loss of the ARES/RACES main 
VHF repeater (147.360+). A crossband repeater allowed nearly continuous communications 
between the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and the VHF field unit operators. The EOC's 
UHF Net Control, Jim Black, N6VNU, working 446.000 MHz through the crossbander situated on 
Cuesta Ridge, easily maintained communications with the 147.360 (simplex) operators, mobiles 
and evacuation sites. 


To balance the workload, some of the units were instructed to use 146.520 (simplex), where 
possible, and the VHF Control Operator, Vicki Nier, KD7AMU, did a fine job handling that 
area. The Packet Radio communications were adeptly handled by Pete Lawn, WA6DFU. 


Up on Cuesta Ridge, tactically referred to as the "Mountain Top", where the wind made no 
appologies for its persistence, Ed Shaw, KF6SHU, and Bob Gromer, WA7NM4J, managed to 
keep the Crossbander alive and functioning throughout the entire event; well, at least until the 
Mount Lowe, RACES repeater was back into active duty. They also managed to stay up there 
long enough to avoid their rations of "plastic food." 


All kidding aside, though, the wind was out of the North. The nuclear leakage (this is a drill) was 
several miles to the South. What better place to work, than on that mountain top with its 

aerial view of the whole layout. That deadly cloud (this is a drill) was going the other way at 
about 25-mph! 


Happy Thanksgiving and 73 to you all. 
-- Bob Gromer - WA7NMJ 
SLOECC Vice President & WebMaster 
AEC, South SLO County 


...AND THERE WERE OTHERS... 


In addition to those noted in the articles on page 3, the following ARES/RACES operators also took 
part in the November 4" Diablo/FEMA Drill, at the locations noted: 
County Schools: Dave Spencer, KF6PKU 
Ron Kemper, N6YNJ 
Dave Uitti, AC6IU 
ECCS5, MB: Bill Peirce, KE6FKS 
Henriette Groot, KC6VYB 
Don Anderson, KF6HIH 
Alex Cosentino, KC6MHY 
ECC8, SLO: Richard Dickey, W6RKA 
Sam Vigil, WA6NGH 
ECC11, LO: Chuck Wilson, N6MUJ 
Jim Gilliston, KC6WOY 
Roxy Griggs, KEELO 
Mort Brewer, W6JU 
Helen Sicher, KB6UIU 
EOC: Bill Shelton, KO6LN (HF & VHF) 
Tim Hauter, KQ6XL (HF) 
Val Brose, KD6ENZ (VHF & UHF) 
Graydon Funke, KN6KA (VHF & UHF) 
Bob Alberti, WETTX (HF) 
SimCell Bill Palmerston, KEBWJ 
Joan Palmerston, NEVNQ 


County and city staff hams who were involved "on the job" that day included: 
George Brown, KF6PBL (County Emergency Services Officer) 
Rich Helzer, WB6GVO (SLO City Communications) 
Dave Keil, KF6NER (County Schoois) 
Tim Nanson, WA6NMD (County Engineer) 
Walter Rheingans, N6LYF (County Communications) 
Max Sicher, WWD6Z (County Communications) 


Apologies to anyone missed here. Please let the editor know so you can be acknowledged next issue! 


ARES NCS WANTS YOU -- DECEMBER 8 AND JANUARY 26 AT 1930 


Procedure for the Tuesday evening SLO County ARES Net on 147.36 is usually routine. We check 
in simplex with our local area EC or alternate before the Net, and s/he reports the area count to the 
Net at 1930. Only a dozen or so stations actually connect directly on the county-wide Net. Those 
who don't monitor the Net miss the QSTs and the camaraderie. 


That routine will be shaken up on two Tuesdays coming up. On December 8 and January 26, the 
NCS has announced that ALL SLO County ARES members are asked to check in to the 
county-wide Net at 1930 PST on 147.36+. Please be prepared to report directly to the NCS, with 
your Call sign, first name, location, and type of equipment (HT, fixed, mobile...). 


The Net will last a few minutes longer those evenings, but the time will be well spent. The resulting 
identification of available operators and equipment will provide a "mini-inventory" of our operating 
Capability at that time. Moreover, we'll all get a chance to hear each other on the air — from 
Nipomo to San Miguel, from Cambria to the Carissa Plain. 


This different approach to the Net promises to be a fun and valuable training experience. It can 
only succeed, of course, with your participation. 
Be there -- and invite a friend who's not active in ARES yet! 


NWS OFFERS WINTER WX HEADS-UP 


(Editor's Note: The following weather alerts -- covering winter storms in the mountains, 
mudslides, and dense fog -- were issued by the National Weather Service, and forwarded to 
SLOECC via Joseph Lachasz, KF6NHD, at the NWS office in Oxnard.) 


Governor Wilson proclaimed October 26th through 30th as winter Weather and flood 
preparedness week and urged Californians to become aware of and prepare for hazardous 
weather and flood conditions. 


Effects of winter storms in the mountains... 
Winter storms are a fact of life in California. They can produce blizzards and life-threatening 
wind chills in the mountains and heavy rains and strong winds across lower elevations. They 
most often develop over the Pacific Ocean where cold arctic air surging southward interacts with 
milder moisture laden air from the southern latitudes. These winter storms are carried onshore by 
the jetstream...a river of air...located about 30,000 feet above the earth’s surface. When winter 
storms move inland...the results can be devastating. In the mountains...it is not uncommon to 
receive several feet of snow within a 24-hour period or winds over 100 mph. Therefore it is 
important to be prepared for the worst when traveling into the mountains during the winter 
months. Your life could depend on it! 

1. Make sure your vehicle is in good operating condition. Check fluid levels and the condition 
of wipers...lights and the defroster. Always carry chains for your vehicle. 

2. Prepare a winter storm survival kit. This should include such things as a first-aid kit...a 
knife... sleeping bags or blankets...non-perishable food and water...a radio...flares and a tool kit. 

3. Dress to fit the weather. Wear several layers of clothing making sure at least the outer layer 
is waterproof. Have gloves and head covering on hand. When traveling to the mountains during 
the winter...it is important to keep abreast of the latest weather forecasts...wamings and 
advisories. The National Weather Service issues winter storm watches to alert the public to the 
possibility of severe winter weather during the next 12 to 48 hours. A winter storm warning is 
issued when severe winter weather is imminent or already occurring. For a winter storm warming 
to be issued...the following criteria must be met: At or below 7000 feet...eight inches of snow is 
expected within 12 hours or 12 inches or more is expected within 24 hours after issuance. Above 
7000 feet... 12 inches or more is expected within 12 hours or 18 inches or more is expected 
within 24 hours. This criteria must also be combined with sustained winds exceeding 30 mph. A 
winter weather advisory is issued when storms are causing significant inconveniences and 
are below winter storm waming criteria. Make your trip to the mountains a safe one. Be 
prepared! 
Mudslides and debris fiows... 
Two destructive result sof winter storms in California are mudslides and debris flows. These are 
the most numerous and dangerous type of landslide which occurs in the state. High-risk areas 
include the hills in the San Francisco Bay region and much of the higher terrain around the Los 
Angeles basin. One individual storm over the Bay area in January of 1982 led to over 18 
thousand landslides which resulted in 25 fatalities and 66 million dollars in damage. 

Mud and debris flows occur when steep terrain is stripped by fire... undercut by rain...or 
weakened by geologic forces and careless development. Mud/debris flows can be deadly. the 
saturated soil and debris can move down a hill or mountain slope at various speeds. Speeds can 
reach 40 miles per hour... crushing or sweeping aside homes and their contents...washing out 
roads and bridges... sweeping away cars and leaving behind thick deposits of mud...rocks and 
other debris. There is no way of stopping a flow once it is set in motion. 

Therefore...be aware of the conditions that create a flow and take yourself out of harm’s way 
when these conditions exist. Listen to local officials if evacuations are recommended. When a 
flash flood warning is issued by the National Weather Service... move to safe ground away from 
steep hillsides and creeks susceptible to flooding and landslides. When a flash flood watch is 
issued...be alert for the possibility of flash flooding...which may include the threat of 
mudslides...and be prepared to evacuate. 


Dense fog...a silent killer... 

Fog is a cloud in contact with the earth's surface. Dense fog is most common during the late 
fall and winter seasons in California’s central valley. Along the coast, dense fog can occur in 
any season, but is most common during the summer and fall months. The following are three 
types of fog which can lead to tragic results on California highways. 

Radiation fog develops on clear nights when winds are light and the ground is moist. An 
example is the tule fog of the Sacramento and San Joaquin valleys. At night ...the ground cools 
rapidly, which in turn cools the air near the surface. As the air cools...the moisture it contains is 
condensed into tiny water droplets creating fog. As this process continues...the depth of the fog 
layer gradually increases. the long nights of late fall and winter are ideal for fog development. 

The other type of fog common during the cool season is upsiope fog. It occurs when wind 
forces moist air up the side of a mountain. The moist air cools as it rises and condenses to form 
clouds. In the valleys...the clouds are above the surface and are not a problem to motorists. 
This type of fog commonly occurs in the mountains surrounding the Los Angeles basin and 
across the Tehachapi and Grapevine slopes exiting the southern San Joaquin Valley. 

Coastal fog results from fog moving onshore from the ocean. Upwelling of deep colder water 
off the California coast contributes to the persistence ard thickness of the fog. The air is cooled 
by contact with the colder water and rapidly condenses into fog. 


When driving in fog observe the following safety rules... 

. drive with your lights on low beam. 

reduce your speed and increase the distance between you and the vehicle in front of you. 
. avoid crossing traffic unless absolutely necessary. 

. listen for traffic you cannot see. 

. use your wipers and defroster as necessary for maximum vision. 

. be patient.; don’t pass lines of traffic. 

. unless absolutely necessary...don't stop on any freeway or other heavily traveled road. 

. if your vehicle stalls or becomes disabled...move away from it to avoid personal injury. 

. If possible...delay travel until visibility improve. 


OMONAHLhWH — 


The National Weather Service issues two types of fog-related products...a dense fog advisory 
and a dense fog warning. An advisory is issued when visibilities are less than or equal to 1/8 
mile. A warming is reserved for those times when widespread dense fog presents an extreme 
life-threatening situation. . 


Stay abreast of the latest National Weather Service forecasts, advisories, and 
warnings by tuning into NOAA weather radio... the best source of local weather 
information... or your favorite news source. Road conditions can be obtained 
from Caltrans at (800) 427-7623. 


Don't become a statistic. It’s better to reach your destination late than not at all. 


THE FUTURE IS HERE — WELL, ALMOST 


If you didn't see the articles on Family Radio (the FCC’s 400MHZ FRS) and GPS-linked e-mail 
transceivers (Magellan GSC 100 “hand-held satellite communicator’) in the November 9 SLO 
County Telegram-Tribune, check them out. (See the “Personal Tech” section on page A-4.) 


EXPERTS WARN OF THREAT FROM 100GB BUG 


(Editor's Note: SLOECC President and SLO County DEC Jack Hunter, KD6HHG, forwarded the 
following item with this comment: “I just received this information from a friend. This somehow 
may coincide with with the end of my term as DEC.") 


Firebringer News Service (FBNS) - Experts warned today of a new and deadly threat to our 
beleaguered civilization: the 100GB Bug. As most people know, McDonald's restaurant signs 
show the number of hamburgers the giant chain has sold. That number now stands at 99 billion 
burgers, or 99 Gigaburgers (GB). Within months or even weeks, that number will roll over to 
100GB. 


McDonald's signs, however, were designed years ago, when the prospect of selling one-hundred 
billion hamburgers seemed unthinkably remote. So the signs have only two decimal places. 
This means that, after the sale of the 100 billionth burger, McDonald's signs will read "00 

Billion Burgers Sold." This, experts predict, will convince the public that, in over thirty years, no 
McDonald's hamburgers have ever in fact been sold, causing a complete collapse of consumer 
confidence in McDonald's products. 


The ensuing catastrophic drop in sales is seen as almost certain to force the already-troubled 
company into bankruptcy. This, in turn, will push the teetering American economy over the 
brink, which, finally, will complete the total devastation of the global economy, ending 
civilization as we know it, and forcing us all to live on beetles. 


"The people who know - the sign-makers - are really scared of 100GB," one expert said. "I don't- 
know about you, but I'm digging up a copy of The Field Guide To North American Insects and 
heading for the hills." 


(Gosh, Jack, maybe we should have saved this one for April... or next December -- Ed.) 


SLOECC OFFICERS -— 1998 


Jack Hunter, KD6HHG (South County), President 

Robert Gromer, WA7NMJ (South County), Vice President 
Richard Dickey, W6RKA (SLO), Secretary-Treasurer 

Bill Palmerston, KEBW4J (North County), Director (1996-1998) 
Dave Spencer, KF6PKU (Cal Poly) Director (1997-1999) 

Max Sicher, WD6Z (Estero Bay), Director (1998-2000) 


The SLOECC NEWSLETTER is distributed monthly (except August and December) to members 
and friends of theSan Luis Obispo County Emergency Communications Council. E-mail is the 
preferred method of delivery; please notify the Editor of any change in your e-mail status and 
address. Deadline: 10th of each month. Submissions may be edited space or style. Contact: 
Bob Alberti, W6TTX, via: 

E-MAIL at W6TTX@fix.net PHONE at 461-5993 FAX at 461-0554 

USMAIL at 9001 Rocky Canyon Road, Atascadero 93422-4715 
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NO NEWSLETTER NEXT MONTH (DECEMBER). HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND NEW YEAR! 


SLOECC 
9001 Rocky Canyon Road 
Atascadero, California 93422-4715 


Cal Poly W6BHZ 
University Union Cal Poly 
Box 53 


San Luis Obispo CA 93407 
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